Cloning-asexual reproduction-may be a very efficient way of reproduction. In fact some lower forms of animals use this tactic at a certain stage of their life cycle to propagate themselves rapidly. The vast majority of animals, however, even those that adopt cloning as a natural process of reproduction use sexual reproduction to conserve their own species. No one knows why, but it is probably instrumental to reduce or eliminate the accumulation of detrimental mutations in the face of a constantly changing competitive environment. The artifical animal cloning we are discussing here is very inefficient at present. The vast majority of cloned (animal) embryos die during the early stages of their development. Even those that reach the full term are often not free of problems. Cloning harbors many potential health problems even if newborns look perfectly normal at birth. Currently we are not sure if we can ever make cloning medically and genetically safe. As to farm animals, would it be wise to build a large herd of genetically identical animals with "superb" qualities? May be yes for a very short term, but not in the long term. The entire herd could be wiped out by a single disease or by unexpected changes in the weather. How about human cloning? Is it acceptable if the cloning technology proves to be safe and efficient? Apart from this question, we must give primacy to the welfare of the child. Can we guarantee that the child is not hampered by medical and mental problems? Can we guarantee that the child is not harmed by social discrimination and by a parent's and the society's demands? We want our children better, happier, and socially more attractive than ourselves. Cloning cannot serve this purpose.
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